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On 19 March 2009 the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) submitted its response to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s consultation document on the Review of Free-to-Air Listed Events following the report of an Advisory Panel that the Ashes should be listed for free-to-air television and all other cricket removed from the B list that covers terrestrial highlights. 
In recent weeks the ECB has been contacted from bodies across the sport, including First Class Counties, County Boards, the Professional Cricketers Association, Minor Counties Cricket Association, Premier League clubs, representatives of women’s and disabilities cricket, the Lord’s Taverners, Chance to Shine , the governing body of the world game the International Cricket Council as well as other National Cricket Boards expressing their great concern at the impact listing might have. We are therefore setting out a summary of key parts of our submission so that everyone in the game has an accurate understanding of the findings of the economic impact assessment.

ECB has expended considerable financial and executive resources to provide the Government with a thorough response including having commissioned independent advisors, Oliver & Ohlbaum (sports marketing consultancy), NERA (National Economic Research Associates) and Deloitte who have reviewed the impact there would be on Cricket’s grassroots infrastructure.
The independent economic impact assessment, based on a conservative assessment, demonstrates a probable loss of £137.4 million for the 2014-2017 domestic broadcast contract.  This represents a drop of 48% in expected revenues from our domestic broadcast rights for the same period.   These figures already take into account any expected revenue 'upside' through listing the Home Ashes Test Match series, most notably any additional sponsorship income, calculated to be up to £4.8 million.
The evidence demonstrates starkly that placing the Home Ashes Test Match series on List A would bring about a devastating collapse in the entire fabric of cricket in England and Wales from the playground to the Test Match arena.  

The evidence submitted to DCMS sets out how an impact of this magnitude would dramatically reduce investment in cricket’s infrastructure leading to less successful England teams (men's, women's and disability), threaten the future of many First Class Counties and reduce by more than half ECB’s investment into the grassroots of the game.  It would also impact on the regeneration we have seen in recent years in links between schools and clubs including those that our 1,330 Focus Clubs have made with 5,355 schools.
Cricket in England and Wales has undergone a rapid transformation during the period since the ECB has been able to obtain a true ‘market rate’ for its broadcasting rights resulting in the following positive outcomes:

(a) unprecedented progress at the recreational level of the game with our 39 County Cricket Boards providing a focal point through which the amateur game can flourish in England and Wales.  Externally audited figures show that ECB spend on Enthusing Participation and Excellence (the category which reflects investment in the Women’s, Disabilities, Age-group and Recreational Game) in 2009 was £19.4 million; 22% of total expenditure across the Recreational and Professional game.

(b) greater financial security for our First Class Counties through increased central payments enabling them to provide both a centre of excellence for cricket in their individual region and act as a sporting, social and community hub for cricket. There has also been a transformation in facilities at all of the First Class County grounds, with our major Test grounds now investing in facilities that match the very best in other sports. 

(c) Investment into our England (men's, women's and disabilities) teams, including central contracts, sports science and coaching support and the National cricket centre, with resultant success including all three teams winning their respective Ashes Series last year.

The ECB has also set out how Listing would reverse the progress which the ECB has made in increasing participation as a direct consequence of the extra income generated through our domestic broadcast rights.  

The latest Active People figures from Sport England (published this month) recorded the highest ever figure for the number of adults now playing cricket at least once a month, an increase of 12.5% on the figure recorded in 2005. Cricket ranks as the second most popular team sport after football. 

Our Focus clubs represent the best indicator to measure the direct impact of investment by the ECB. Recent figures collated by the ECB and verified by independent analysts show that since 2006 the following increases have been recorded by those Focus Clubs:

· 71% in participation

· 26% in club membership

· 40% in those involved in coaching roles

· 18% in those involved in volunteer roles.
A specific area where the ECB has made significant progress in the development of the grassroots game is in the women's and girls' game. In 2003, there were only 93 cricket clubs with women's and girls' sections, by 2009 that figure had risen to 505.
The submission also sets out the advice we have received from sports right experts that Listing could be the determining factor in an irreversible demise of Test Match cricket and lead to less coverage of County, Club and Women’s cricket as the game faces the challenge of Twenty20 saturation or even a Packer 'Mark II'.
The ECB has been advised that there is a risk that a decision to list the Home Ashes Test Match series might cause pay-TV broadcasters to walk away from all or some of our broadcast rights.

The ecology of the international game of cricket, already under strain as a consequence of the rise to prominence of Twenty20 cricket, and specifically the ability of governing bodies to properly ensure the continued primacy of Test Match cricket could also be harmed, probably irreparably.  

The ECB has informed the Government that it is not inconceivable that the funding shortfalls created by listing would precipitate a mass exodus of players from the International game and their contracts with national cricket boards, to play instead in tournaments designed specifically to appeal to pay-TV broadcasters. 

Sky Television, in particular, has also played a key role in promoting domestic (First Class County), Club and women's cricket through their commitment to showcase coverage of these forms of the game and to introduce popular magazine programmes promoting cricket at all levels.  These are not commitments we would expect FTA broadcasters to be willing, nor able, to match should pay-TV broadcasters decide their investment is better made in other sports or cricket products.

In its submission, the ECB has reiterated its proposed innovative and positive solution to DCMS which is to strengthen the B List thus ensuring that highlights are broadcast FTA at family friendly times (between 7.15 and 8.00pm), and that all Tests, not just the Ashes, are on this List. 

Our approach guarantees that moments of national resonance are broadcast and has the added benefit of ensuring that Test Match cricket over four years is available to the widest possible audience whilst protecting the fragile infrastructure of the sport.  

The ECB is encouraged that in recent weeks both Ben Bradshaw, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and Gerry Sutcliffe, Minister for Sport have said that they attach great importance to assessing the impact the proposals will have on the financial strength of the game. We are confident they will review this evidence carefully and will provide them with any further information they require.  
